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several others. S e nator Jen s e n  and so forth, loo k e d  at the 
veterans' h ome in Omaha. Th e  lease e q u i p m e n t ... the lease 
agreement for this fac i l i t y  w i t h  D o uglas C o u n t y  e x p ires in 2005. 
The commi t t e e  gat h e r e d  info r m a t i o n  about th e  f a c i l i t y  and 
reco m m e n d e d  t hat a n ew f acility be b u i l t  rat h e r  t h a n  renovate 
the exi s t i n g  facility. An d  so we p r o v i d e d  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  in this 
budget t o  look at that b u d g e t  p l a n ... or to l o ok at that 
p otential plan. If yo u  recall, I th i n k  it was 1 9 94  when we 
first p u t  th e  veterans' h o m e  at N o r f o l k  on th e  plan, and it's 
just n o w  b e i n g  ope n e d  this year, it's s t a r t i n g  to b e  occupied, 
at 145 beds. So t h ere's a long lead t i m e  in this area, and we
h a ve  to g et on a federal list. A b i g  chunk of t hat mo n e y  will
be p a i d  b y  federal funds. B u t . . . a n d  Nebraska, eventually, will 
h a ve  to p a y  our share. But, in order to get on t h i s  list and 
start a p r o g r a m  statement, we felt it was v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  to get
started on this. T hat home is no t  going to b e  s a t i s f a c t o r y  into
the future. We . . . t h e  w ay it's g o i n g . . .this w o u l d  r e a d  is to 
look in the O m a h a  a r e a , a n d .... so I w a n t e d  to a c k n o w l e d g e  that 
there is $10 0 , 0 0 0  additional f u n ding for.. . f o r  this particular 
issue. For th e  p r e s c r i p t i o n  copayment, it goes f r o m  $1 to $2, 
and S e nator S c h i m e k  has given yo u  some of the o u t l i n e  about what 
the p o s s i b l e  costs and the averages for it are. M o s t  states 
h a ve  g o n e  to a d d i tional copay. As I (inaudible) u n d e r s t a n d  the 
history, it wa s  b a c k  in '94 th e  a v erage state p a y m e n t  for drugs 
fell w i t h i n  th e  range i d e n tified b y  the f e deral go v e r n m e n t  for 
$1 m a x i m u m  copay. W i t h  the rapid inc r e a s e  in d r u g  costs 
expe r i e n c e d  over the p a s t . ..past few years, th e  a v erage state 
p a yment for d r u g s  n o w  supports a $2 co p a y  pe r  p r e s c r i p t i o n  under 
the m a x i m u m  $3 copay, w h i c h  is a l l o w e d  b y  f e d eral guidelines. 
So we are not up to the m a x i m u m  a l l o w e d  b y  th e  feds at this 
point. M a j o r i t y  of states u t i lize d r u g  c o p a y m e n t s  in their 
M ed i c a i d  pr o g r a m s  r a n g i n g  f rom 50 cents to $3, ba s e d  on 
1 999-2000 data. It was our t h ought in th e  committee, and 
obvio u s l y  we've looked m a n y  places, and we d i d  n o t  take every 
M ed i c a i d  p r o p o s a l  o f fered to us b y  th e  Governor, we took 
p ro b a b l y  about half. I h a v e n ' t  added them up, bu t  w e . ..this is 
one that spreads, I think, across th e  board. W e . . .we d id not 
get into some of th e  M e d i c a i d  pay m e n t s  t hat w e r e  offered. But 
this is one of sharing in this p a r t i c u l a r  populace, if yo u  will. 
I t 's ... e l i g i b i l i t y  groups, let's see, I was g o i n g  to have 
t o . ..children, and p r e g n a n t  women, and l o n g - t e r m  c are facility


